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Partner countries 



Outline of Webinar

• What is UNICEF MICS

• What is IPUMS & IPUMS MICS 

• Demonstration of IPUMS MICS web

• Examples of research with IPUMS MICS 

• Q&A



Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 

Developed by UNICEF in the 1990s

Fills data gaps on children’s and women’s well-being
World Summit for Children Goals

MDGs

SDGs

Images: Copyright UNICEF





Sample design 

Nationally* representative sample of 
households 

Typically, around 10,000 – 30,000 HHs 
(Min = 1,500; Max= 102,000) 
*Some subnational populations and geography

Multi-stage cluster sampling of HHs 

Similar to Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS)



Household 
Questionnaire

Individual Women (Age 15-49)

Children Under-5 (Age 0-4)

Individual Men (Age 15-49)
(all or sub-sample of HHs)

Children Age 5-17 
(one per HH)

HH Member Roster
HH Characteristics
WASH
Water Quality 



Household 
Questionnaire

Individual Women (Age 15-49)

Children Under-5 (Age 0-4)

Individual Men (Age 15-49)
(all or sub-sample of HHs)

Children Age 5-17 
(one per HH)

Demography
Fertility 
Birth History
Contraception & Unmet Need
Maternal and Newborn Health 



Household 
Questionnaire

Individual Women (Age 15-49)

Children Under-5 (Age 0-4)

Individual Men (Age 15-49)
(all or sub-sample of HHs)

Children Age 5-17 
(one per HH)

Media & Technology
Sexual Behavior
HIV 
Domestic Violence
Life Satisfaction



Household 
Questionnaire

Individual Women (Age 15-49)

Children Under-5 (Age 0-4)

Individual Men (Age 15-49)
(all or sub-sample of HHs)

Children Age 5-17 
(one per HH)

Demography
Illness
Child Functioning 
ECE & Development
Anthropometry
Child discipline



Household 
Questionnaire

Individual Women (Age 15-49)

Children Under-5 (Age 0-4)

Individual Men (Age 15-49)
(all or sub-sample of HHs)

Children Age 5-17 
(one per HH)

Demography
Child Functioning 
ECE & Development
Anthropometry
Illness
Child discipline

Demography
Literacy and Numeracy
Parental Involvement
Child Discipline
Child Labor



Household 
Questionnaire

Individual Women (Age 15-49)

Children Under-5 (Age 0-4)

Individual Men (Age 15-49)
(all or sub-sample of HHs)

Children Age 5-17 
(one per HH)

Demography
Foundational 
Learning
Parental Involvement
Child Discipline
Child Labor



Using UNICEF MICS



What is IPUMS?

• Integrated - consistent codes, labels, and 
documentation

• Public Use - free, anonymized, 
downloadable

• Microdata - individual-level

• Series - pooled data over time and place



Key Features of All IPUMS Data

Free 

(grant-

funded)

Harmonized 

across time 

and place

Thoroughly 

documented

Customized 

and easy

1.4B records,

750+ 

surveys



Lots of resources



Harmonization for

900+ variables

89 countries 211 samples 1089 datasets



Added Value of IPUMS MICS

UNICEF MICS Data 

• One sample

• SPSS Data files 

• All variables

• Country reports

IPUMS MICS 

• Harmonization across time and place 

• Stata syntax files 

• 60% of common variables (and growing)

• User interface to browse variables

• Documented metadata

• Harmonized geography 



Number of IPUMS Samples over time

Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6



211 IPUMS MICS Samples 
(Country + Year)

Maps by Quinn Heimann





































































Bangladesh 2012
Bangladesh 2019
Belarus 2019
Belize 2015



Bangladesh 2012
Bangladesh 2019
Belarus 2019
Belize 2015



Bangladesh 2012
Bangladesh 2019
Belarus 2019
Belize 2015









Highly recommended! 



If you haven’t logged 
in yet, you will be 

asked to log in 



IPUMS MICS does not disseminate 
MICS data

Instead provides custom syntax file 

to run in Stata 















You will need to UNZIP this file 
Instructions in the user guide





Set your 
working 
directory





If you aren’t a Stata user, you can export this data 
file into SPSS, R, SAS, or another program



Lots of resources to learn more!

User guide: 
https://mics.ipums.org/mics/user_notes.shtml

IPUMS Blog: 
https://blog.popdata.org/



Lots of resources to learn more!

IPUMS Youtube: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/mpcipums

IPUMS User Forum: 
https://forum.ipums.org/

https://www.youtube.com/user/mpcipums
https://forum.ipums.org/


Linking across units

• Data are not linked by 
UNICEF

• User guide on web

– List of linking variables
– https://mics.ipums.org/mics/linking.shtml



Working across units of analysis

• Paternal involvement in child-rearing activities predicts life 
satisfaction of mothers of under-5 children

Women 15-49: Life satisfaction 

Children 0-4: Does the child’s father play, sing, read… to the child?



Working across units of analysis

• Children age 5-17 involved in water fetching activities for the 
household

Children 5-17: Child labor, water fetching 

Household Characteristics: Water access, availability  

Household Roster: Info on mother, father, and primary water fetcher in 
HH 



Newly released at IPUMS MICS

New variables
Child labor
Alcohol and tobacco use
Victimization
Household energy use 
HH assets

New samples 
Afghanistan 2022-2023
Fiji 2021 – NEW COUNTRY 
Vietnam 2020-2021
Nigeria 2021
Uzbekistan 2021-2022
Thailand 2022
Pakistan (Balochistan) 2019-2020
Pakistan (Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) 2019

More new variables and samples 
will be released in Summer 2024



Tools and resources for users
Coming soon 

Conference workshops and webinars 

Video tutorials 
Data exercises 
User notes with code examples



mics.ipums.org

User support: ipums@umn.edu
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