
International census tables and GIS data



Zoom Logistics

● Webinar is being recorded & will be posted
● Close captions are being auto-generated

○ Turn on/off with “CC” button in Zoom controls

● Zoom questions: Direct to host (IPUMS) in chat
● IHGIS questions: Submit in Q&A
● Written Q&A will be posted



Agenda
● Project background
● Getting data
● Working with IHGIS data



What is IHGIS?
Data collection
● Population and housing and 

agricultural census data
● Data from published tables
● GIS boundary files



What is IHGIS?

FREE DATA!

Data access system
● Browse & select available data
● Download customized datasets



Tabular Data Microdata

International

U.S.

The IPUMS Context



Filling in the map



Geographic 
Detail

Geographic identifiers 
provided with microdata 
restricted to minimum 
population threshold to 
maintain confidentiality



Currently available data
30 datasets - Nearly 1,500 tables

Europe
Albania
Belgium
Estonia
Finland
Hungary
Latvia
Poland

Asia & 
Middle East
China
Japan
Kazakhstan
Sri Lanka
Syria
UAE

Africa
Algeria
Angola
Madagascar
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Togo
Tunisia
Uganda
Zambia

Island Nations
Cook Islands
Dominican Republic
Tonga
Vanuatu



Published Data Tables



IHGIS Extract: Data Files
Sri Lanka 2001
Percentage of employed 
population by major groups 
of occupation

Uganda 2002
Number of agricultural households with 
coffee by number of coffee plots operated 
by type of stand



IHGIS Extract: Codebook
Human-readable summary
● Citation
● Datasets
● Tables
● Variables



IHGIS Extract: Metadata CSVs
Tables

Geog levels Data dictionary (variables)



IHGIS Linkable Shapefiles

GISJOIN links data table rows to 
polygons in shapefile



https://ihgis.ipums.org
ipums@umn.edu
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